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HFSP Research Grants —

Tips and Rules
Almut Kelber
Director of Research Grants, HFSPO

Abstract

HFSP Research Grants support innovative basic research into fundamental biological
problems with emphasis placed on novel and interdisciplinary approaches that involve
scientific exchanges across national and disciplinary boundaries.

Participation of scientists from disciplines outside the traditional life sciences such as
biophysics, chemistry, computational biology, computer science, engineering, mathematics,
nanoscience or physics is recommended because such collaborations have opened up new
approaches for understanding the complex structures and regulatory networks that
characterize living organisms, their evolution and interactions.

Research grants are provided for teams of scientists from different countries who wish to
combine their expertise in innovative approaches to questions that could not be answered
by individual laboratories. Preliminary results are not required and applicants are expected
to develop new lines of research through the research collaboration.

It is understood that such research inherently contains risks and HFSP expects that teams
of applicants address the risks and outline mitigation strategies for their research in case of
failure and how they intend to achieve their goals.

Two types of Grant are available: Research Grants — Early Career and Research Grants —
Program.

The presentation will give information and advice for researchers who aim to apply for one
of these grants.

Bio

Almut Kelber studied Biology at the Universities of Mainz, Tibingen (Germany) and
Sussex (UK) and performed the experimental work for her PhD (1993) in Brazil. After
maternity leave with two children, she spent postdoctoral periods in at the University of
Tibingen, The Australian National University (Australia) and Lund University (Sweden),
where she was awarded positions as Research Fellow and has held a position as Professor
of Sensory Biology, since 2007. She has been member and then chair of the review
committee for organismal Biology, at the Swedish Research Council, from 2004 to 2011.
From 2012 to 2017, she served as Research Dean of the Seience Faculty of Lund University.
Her research is in the field of animal vision, specifically colour vision and sensory ecology,
using anatomical studies, physiological and behavioural experiments as well as
mathematical modelling as tools. Recent collaborators reside in Japan, India, the USA, UK,
the Netherlands, Brazil and Switzerland.

Since January 2020, Almut Kelber has been working as Director of Research Grants at
HFSPO, Strasbourg. There she oversees the review process of applications for the HFSP
Grant.
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